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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

the practices of gsuge-changingwhaels on latvian freight cars

and locomotives 4id no% ceuse ¢xcessive sideway motion. The reason was that
the only change wss & relocation of the wheel on the axle /see 2aclosure (A)].

The vearing surface location in & gange-changed wheel and axle aesembly did
not change with respect to the frawe of the car. The riggings, of courss,
were adjusted in respect to the nov posiiions #f the wheels.

Gauge-changing of wheels on locomot?: ag usually determined by the
construction of the frame. Although orter 2ncountered great difficulties B
guite a number of locomotives were changed to the USSR five-foot gauge .,

The hyd:sulic press used in gauge-chenging in 1943-194kL wos not of special
construction but a reguler preca which was used for assembly snd disassembly
of axle and wheel sets. This type of hydraulic press was used commonly in
all fatvian repair shops and in several of the naw axle and wheel factories.
Perhaps there is new equipument in use for gauge-changing at present. The
grea*est extent of gauge-changing to the USSR five-foot track occurred during
the 1940 Soviet occupation of Baltic States and *n cer<ain parts of Poland
and Rumania.

Greatest difficulties encountered in the three-rail ar nt were st
croseings and at switches. Actually, the only succesn with the three-
rall system vas on long straight lines. Even then some functious of this
system required constant atiention.
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€. The Liepaja Locomotive and Freight Car Repair Shep employed atout two thousand
persons who worked in the foliowing departmerts:

(1) Locomotive -- (Mounting and Asserbly Shop, Boiler Shop, and Tender Shop)

(2) Freight and Passenger Car -- {Carpenter Shop, Sheet Metal Shop, Paint
Shop, Glass and Upholstery Shop)

(3) Internal Combustion Engine -~ (Traskei Mstor Car Repair Shop and
Tracked Motor Car Ceonstruction Shop; swall Foundry;
Machine Tocl Shop; Ax“e, Wheel, and Tire Shop; &nd
Manoneter ard Gauge Construction and Repair Shop)

7. The plant's capacity during normal times was 20 locomotives and 4C to 50 freight
care per week., This qucta was hardly ever met. The plant regularly performed
general heavy, mediun, and 1light repairs on lecomotives and the necessary repairs
on ‘reight, passenger, and tracked motor cars. It also produced certain sheet-
metal and forging paris which were necessary for miscellaneous rallroad repairs
and for placing and jolning of rails on tracks.

8. During the summer of 19kk4, when the Sovie’ Army approached the berders of latvia,
tbe Germans evacuated much of the plsat's nathinery and egquipzent to Breslau-
Odertor, Germany. During this evacuctien of machinery, a Soviet air rsid on the
area damaged and destroyed s.me of it. Aecording to information from other
Lmivisn refugees who left that ares at a Iater date » the Jatvian Locomotive and
Freight Car Repair Shop is iu full speration agein; but I have no idea as %o
the extent of ite output and efficisnny,

9. Thore vas no concentzaticn of the engluaating industry in Liepaja. Smaller and
less important firms nad their enginesring trcblems hendled by "Tosmare",
"Drasu Fabriks", and tha Lispajs Iocomotive nad Freight Car Repair Shop, Public
utilities in Liepaja, in additicn <o asmall thermal plant, consisted of a new
thermal power piant, et 2lder tharmal power plant wnich generated direst surzent,
and & gas producing plsut. There was no municipel weier pisnt in LiepaJs, but each
of the three lsrgest industries had its own vater plant.

10. The importance of petroleum storage inatallations was of e local point of view-
[for location of tank farms, see enclosure (817.

11. There was no machine comstructicn on eny cccesideretle sesle iz Liepajs. 0f
ccurse, the thres large plants mentionad atove tuilt msny specinl machines Zcr
their own uses. Additional manafacturing plants in the ares were sn ore process
Plant, s safety match plant, & leather processing faztory, & shos manufacturing
Plant. and several lurher yards. In the Tood manuiacturing industr; there were:
2 sugar refinery, a pork and fish canning piant, and geversl steam-povered flour
mills. The freight yard in Liepsjs served se a storage yard 2scr the scuthwestern
part of Latvia. The passengsr station was of only local importense.

12. Total labor forces of the following factories were:
(1) Liepaja Locomotive and Freight Car Repeir Shop -- 2000 employees
(2) The Drasu Fabricks (now cslled "Kraeny Metallurg")-- 2500 employees
(3) Tosmare Snip Yards -- 2000 employees
- end -

ENCLOSURE sg;: Sketoh of gauge~changing device
ENCLOSURE : Map of Liepaja Showing Losation of Industmies with Legend
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